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THE 


Tatlefs  Character 

(July  21.) 

of 

AZSCULAP'IUS 

Guefling  D  iseases,  without  the 
Knowledge  of  Drugs  ; 

Apply’d  to  the 

Britijh  Phylicians  and  Surgeons : 

-  r  *  »  I 

O  R,  * 

The  difficult  Difeafes  of  the  Royal  Family  y  Nobility 
and  Gentry  will  never  be  underftood  and  reco¬ 
ver’d,  when  the  Popu^ce  are  opprefs’d  and  de- 
ftroy  c!  by  the  Pradihng- Apothecaries  and  Empi- 
ticks,  confefs’d  by  the  College  and  Mr.  Bernard 
the  Surgeon. 


By  a  Confiiltation  of  Gentlemen  of  QUALITY. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  ’M.  Wotton y  at  the  Three  Daggers  in 
Fleet ftreet.  1709.  ("Price  1  d.) 

Where  are  alfo  Ibid,  the  Dilcourfes  demonftrating  the  Principles  of 
all  Vegetables  and  Animals,  their  Separation  by  Diftillation, 
that  all  the  Cordial  Waters  are  only  Brandy  difguiz’d  by  the 
Oyls,  that  Leaf-Gold,  Bezoat  are  indiffolrable,  CSV.  the  vari¬ 
ous  Crafts  and  Frauds  of  the  Modern  Practice. 


l  he  Tatler’s  Character,  &c. 

i  ^  '  'i 

Briti(h  Gentlemen , 

IF  it  is  moll  Honourable  to  do  Good,  to  relieve  our 
Fellow-Creatures  in  Diftrefs,  how  almoft  Divine  is 
the  Art,  which  Refcues  us  from  the  Torments  of 
Pains,  and  the  Dread  of  Death  ?  Phyfick  claims  this 
more  than  Princely  Prerogative  of  preferving  our  Health 
and  Life,  when  it  has  obferv’d,  by  the  mod  vigilant  Care 
of  the  numerous  Populace,  the  peculiar  Difeafes  of  the 
Climate  from  the  Air,  Seafons,  Diet,  (3c .  when  it  has 
difcover’d  when  our  Nature  (always  follicitous,  often 
able  to  preferveLls)  powerfully  expells  them,  and  care¬ 
fully  affifts  its  falutary  Efforts,  or  advances  the  Languid, 
or  repels  the  Violent:  when  it  has  experienc'd  the  va¬ 
rious  fpecifick  Medicines,  neceffary  each  in  the  refpe&ive 
Diforders,  as  the  Bark  in  Agues,  to  re-alter  all  the  vi¬ 
cious  Humours ;  and  when  the  fureft  Obfer nations  of  all 
the  Pra&ifers  are  communicated  and  debated  in  the 
College,  as  the  Grievances  of  the  Nation  in  Parliament, 
as  on  the  Exchange  the  Traffick  to  all  Parts  of  the  World. 
We  implore  in  Sicknefs  Relief  from  the  Art,  as  from 
our  Food  .in  the  Torture  of  Hunger.  Our  Health  is 
fupported  by  the  Nourifhments  of  the  Plants  growings 
ripen’d  by  the  natural  Powers,  but  Husbandry  muft 
defend  them  by  Inclofures ;  the  Art  will  be  loft,  if  in- 
fulted  by  the  tumultuous  Levellers  of  its  Fences,  and  the 
Earth  lying  waft  and  in  common  will  by  Famine  avenge 
our  Folly.  Does  the  Council  to  preferve  the  People  from 
Famine,  and  the  confequent  Peftilence  (which  will  in¬ 
volve  all  the  Ranks)  order  the  Juftices  to  deteft  and 
punifh  the  impious  Proje&ors  to  inhance  the  Dearth, 
and  to  exafr  the  juft  Aflizesof  Bread  ?  The  Magiftrates, 
when  a  Peftilence  invades  us,  apply  to  the  College  to 
diftinguifh  the  Malignity,  the  Symptoms,  the  Cure,  to 
appoint  the  Antidotes,  which  are  then  bountifully  be¬ 
llow’d 
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flow’d  on  the  Poor,  to  dilcover  the  molt  i 
preferve  Us*  How  then  are  we  infenfible,  tb\6a 
die,  mult  be  deftroy’d  by  all  our  grievous  dver-uu 
eafes^when  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  perfidio;and>  „ 
ceal  from  the  Families  and  the  Government,  that, if 
treated  all  the  Difeafes  of  the  Populace  near  them,  t  ^ 
Obfervations  and  Knowledge  of  all  the  Difeafes  of  our 
Climate,  and  of  the  Medicines  appropriate  to  each, 
mufbten  thoufand  times  furpafs  the  Modern, and  moft  im¬ 
perfect  Guefles  of  their  Natures  and  Cures,  praCtifing 
after  or  under  the  Apothecaries,  on  the  Diftempers 
of  the  Gentry  only,  which  have  been  much  or  long 
tamper’d  with,  and  all  the  Symptoms  confus’d,  and 
the  Signs  and  Directions  of  their  Management  broken 
and  defac’d  ?  Many,  the  molt  generous  Collegia tes, 
have  alarm'd  the  Publick,  that  the  Profeflion,  invaded 
and  corrupted  by  theApothecaries  and  Empiricks,muft, 
from  the  improvement  of  its  Ignorance,  be  impotent 
to  fave  us  in  all  the  Dangerous, but  from  its  Idlenefs  and 
Treachery,  opprefs  anddeftroy  us  in  the  common  Di¬ 
ftempers,  which  our  Nature  could  have  expelfd.  Mr, 
Bernard  in  his  Letter  to  the  Author  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  Learning  compar’d,  confeftes  the  Depravations 
of  our  Surgery.  Will  the  Calamities  of  Famine  and 
Peftilence  only  awaken  our  Lethargy,  as  the  moft  acute 
Pains  and  Defpair  of  Life  demand  the  Advice  of  our 
Phyficians  ? 

We  were  t’other  Day, a  Committee  of  Gentlemen, dif- 
eourfing  of  the  Care  of  the  Government  to  prevent  the 
Contagion  from  the  Baltick ,  which  lead  us  to  confider 
the  Characters  of  our  few  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  the 
Parties  will  allow  to  have  Learning  or  Succefs  ;  the  Ci¬ 
vil  War  of  the  Faculty  raging  in  Detractions  and  Ca¬ 
lumnies,  tho’  invaded  and  infulted  on  all  Quarters ; 
that  they  pefter  us  in  the  publick  Houfes  with  their 
Romantick  Stories  of  Difeafes  and  Recoveries.* new  pret¬ 
ty  Hypothefes  of  Difeafes,  rarely,  if  ever  feen  by 
them :  and  lately  invented  Methods  of  Cure  ;  curious 
Virtuofo-Experiments,  and  the  Scraps  of  polite  Learn¬ 
ing  ;  nothing  more  to  the  purpofe  of  relieving  the  Di- 
ftrefs’d,  than  the  Attractions  of  the  Planets,  and  the 
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-pinions  of  the  Tides  to  navigate  a  Ship  or 
ler  in  jfformy  Weather.  Mr.  Bicker flaff,  the 
nious  Phyfician  of  our  Vices  and  Follies,  grie- 
..me&ed  Us,  deferibing  <>y£fculapins,  prefuming  a 
jliar  Knack  of  gueffing  Difeafes,  without  the  Study 
r  Knowledge  of  Drugs  ;  that  then  Mature  mult  ope¬ 
rate  many,  if  not  ail,  the  applauded  Recoveries  *,  and 
in  another  Prefcript  he  explodes  the  Extortioners  of 
vaft  Fees  from  all  the  Conditions,  more  inhuman  than 
our  Ruffians  of  the  Roads. 

Our  Tutelar  Genius  prefenteda  Phyfician,  vifiting  a 
Diffemper  in  the  Houfe,  we  had  known  in  Oxford.  We 
requefted  his  Inftruftions  in  the  mod  important  and 
perplexing  Affair.  His  Apology  and  Defence  of  c s£fcula- 
pins}  furpris’d  us.  We  have  many  Years  (he  faid)  in¬ 
form’d  you,That  we  are  poor  Gueffers  of  Difeafes,  that 
many  from  their  Avarice  or  Poverty,  are  the  Ruffians 
of  the  wealthy  Patients,  as  the  innumerable  Empiricks 
and  Apothecaries,  of  the  Populace.  We  were  in  the  two 
famous  Univerfities,  (without  the  Advice  and  Conduct 
of  the  Profeffors,  or  the  Phyficians  of  Age  and  Ex- 
perience)preferr’d  by  thcPra&ifing  Apothecaries, (whofe 
Numbers  and  Indigence  had  invaded  the  Care  of  the 
Populace,)  to  the  difficult  and  affrighting  Difeafes  of  the 
Students  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Country,  prompt¬ 
ed  and  taught  by  them  the  vulgar  prevailing  Pra&ice, 
as  the  young  Captains  muff  learn  from  the  Serjeants 
and  Centries,  if  they  negleft, affront  and  a  flank  the  Offi¬ 
cers.  We  fet  up  each  with  his  pretty  Whimfies  of  Dif¬ 
eafes,  and  colle&ed  from  the  Files  in  the  Shops  the 
Prefcriptions  in  Vogue,  which,  you  have  often  heard 
zs£fchlapiHs  avows,  will  be  comprehended  in  a  half 
Sheet.  You  have  many  Years(with  the  Taticr  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  Vertue  and  Learning  he  perfonates)fuf- 
pe<fted  the  Decay  of  our  Knowledge  of  Difeafes  and 
Medicines ;  but  the  grand  Mein  and  Equipage  of  the 
Bankrupt  have  dazledyou  and  prevented  the  Difcovery. 
This  then  is  your  and  our  moff  deplorable  Cafe.  The 
JBritijh  Gentlemen  have  the  laft  Century  (whofe  Duty 
and  Intcreft  oblige  them  to  prevent,  ifpoffible,  and  re- 
drefs  the  Difeafes  of  all  the  Profefiions  and  Arts,  when 
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fraudulent  and  oppreffive)  fuffer’d  infinite  Q&i 
Empiricks,  and  the  Operators  of  each  their  never*uu 
Remedy  of  all  the  terrible  Difeafes,  to  feize  on  and>  v 
the  Property  of  the  legal  Apothecaries,  appointecek 
the  Government  to  prepare  and  attend  in  the  SLbp£ 
to  the  careful  Delivery  of  the  publick  Medicines  at 
the  juft  Rates,  as  you  muft  aflert  the  juft  Aflizes  of 
Bread,  and  the  Plenty  and  Cheapnefs  of  ail  the  neceflary 
Foods.  Thefe,  as  the  Waters,  Elixirs,  Electuaries  of 
the  Quacks  in  the  Advertifements,  are  perfect  and  Ef¬ 
ficient  for  the  refpefrive  Purpofes ,  the  feveral  Cor¬ 
dials  and  Sweaters,  and  the  mild  or  ftronger  Vomiters 
and  Pursers  ;  the  ftrong  Waters  and  Spirits  to  be  al¬ 
lay’d  by  Mixture  •,  but  the  more  mild,  and  the  Elixirs 
and  Powders,  and  Pills,  and  Confections,  to  be  divi¬ 
ded  fby  thePbyficians  Directions)  in  the  Families.  The 
Medicine  is,  in  its  full  Power,  unblended  with  Mix¬ 
tures,  more  conducive  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  Sick, 
and  the  Sophiftication  and  Corruption  of  all,  or  any 
one,  cannot  be  detected  in  the  Confufion.  Befides,  the 
Apothecaries  were  fuffer’d  by  the  2  or  3  Prentices  in 
every  Shop., to  fill  all  the  Streets  and  the  Villages.  Your 
Anceftors  did  not  fufpeft  the  Confederacy  of  many 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  with  them,  i  /?.  To  have  their 
Part  and  Share  in  the  Profit,  difguifing  in  the  Latin 
Prefcript,  and  by  new  coynd  Names,  the  Vulgar  Me¬ 
dicines,  and  infamoufly  mixing  10  or  io  of  the  perfect 
Preparations  in  each  Dofe,  whofe  Qualities  clog’d  and 
confounded  one  the  other  ;  and  the  pretended  In¬ 
gredients  of  great  Value  rais'd  the  Bill  of  ^o /.  3c  h 
40 in  all  the  Fevers,  of  100/,  200/.  in  the  Chronical 
Difeafes  ;  and  2 dly.  To  be  eas’d  of  the  Trouble  of  the 
Vifits  in  the  Evening,  moft  neceflary  in  all  Fevers,  and 
of  the  moft  afliduous  Care  of  the  moft  Acute  and  VU 
olent,  Apoplexies,  profufe  Bleedings,  &c.  all  malignant 
Fevers.  And  3 dfy.  to  be  moft  zealoufly  promoted  by 
the  Exclufion  of  the  moft  induftrious  and  fincere  Phy¬ 
ficians  and  Surgeons,  who  abhor’d  theConfpiracy  fatal 
(and  ’twas  frankly  avow’d  by  the  Projectors):©  the  Life 
of  the  Patients  and  their  Profeffions.  The  Gentlemen 
loaded  and  tortur’d  with  the  exorbitant  Bills*  and  the 
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s,  of  theConfpirators(moft  earneflly  recommend - 
,  iurpaffing  the  Pradifers  chofen  by  themfelves) 
jflf  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  and  commenc’d  the 
rtifing  Apothecaries,  advifing  and  attending  with¬ 
out  a  Fee  *,  but  as  they  pleafe,  covetous  or  poor,  gain¬ 
ing  from  the  Plates  and  the  Numbers  of  the  Dofes  eve¬ 
ry  Day  in  all  Fevers  whatfoever,  1,2,  3,  4,  <5,  almoft 
6  Guineas  beyond  the  Extortions  of  the  dear  Do- 
dor.  Will  you  objed,Cordials  and  Sweaters  are  not  al¬ 
ways  ufeful  ?  But  they  mull:  be  taken  all  the  Hours, 
or  fill  the  Tables  and  the  Bill.  Can  the  Stomach  bear 
them  ?  As  the  Gentlemen  loathing  the  generous  Wines 
conclude  their  Life  with  Brandy  and  Punch  ;  all  the 
juleps  are  the  Brandy  compound  Waters  dilHlTd  from 
fermented  Liquors,  and  are  molt  pernicious,  when  ob¬ 
truded  almoA  all  the  Hours  in  all  Difeafes  in  all  the 
Ages  and  Conflitutions.  How  can  they  produce  the 
Sum,  when  our  Ladies  prefent  them  in  Charity  to  their 
Neighbours?  The  little  Draught  is  rated  at  the  price  of 
your  Gallons.  Will  it  avail  the  Gentlemen  to  call  off 
their  Servants,  to  be  undone  in  every  Sicknefs,  as  the 
poorer  Populace,  when  your  Families,  your  Blood, muft 
receive  the  neceflary  Dofes  to  raife  the  arbitrary  Tax, 
proportion’d  to  their  Increafe  and  Indigence?  To  whom 
will  you  fly,  who  (hall  relieve  you  ?  The  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons,  chofen  and  introduc'd  by  your  Apothe¬ 
caries,  dare  not  inftrud  you,  that  the  juft  Fees  of  the 
Gentry  and  Populace  bear  no  proportion  to  the  daily 
Profit  beyond  the  Ratesin  the  Shop,  when  bought  by  the 
demand  of  the  Peny-worths  of  the  Waters,  Tindures, 
Confedions,  the  Ufes  and  Prices  prelerv’d  by  Tradition ; 
that  the  Preparations  of  the  Shop  are  now  reduc’d  to  40, 
wantonly  and  at  random  mixt,  only  to  amufe  the  Peo- 
ple,that  the  peculiar  Alteratives  of  the  Humours  of  each 
Difeafe,  as  the  Bark  in  Agues,muft  be  taken  in  Powder, 
infus’d  or  decoded,  in  the  Family  or  the  Shop }  but  that 
the  Mailers  vifiting  their  Patients,  and  the  Prentices  con¬ 
veying  the  Medicines,  are  not  at  leifure  to  cook  each 
Preparation  for  all  the  Difeafes.  You  will  acknowledge 
that  the  Artifts  promoted  by  the  Apothecaries,  when 
the  Life  is  almoft  defpair’d,muft  conceal  all  the  Miftakes, 


the  Violence  and  Confufions  of  the  Symptoms  frt 
numerous  Brandy  Juleps,  or  Spicy  Boles,  and  m 
write  as  many,  or  increafe  the  Number.  But  a  part  , 
the  Gentry  choofe  their  Advifers  recommended  by 'then 
Friends.Confcious  of  our  weaknefs  we  ufually  cry  out  for 
one,  the  Supreme  of  every  Faculty.  Is  there  one,  who 
condemns  all  others,  as  Triflers,  could  have  fav  d  the 
Life  the  Day  pall,  or  in  a  fafe  but  painful  Diforder,  (hall 
tear  the  Prefer] ptions,  and  tranfcribe  the  Remedies  in 
his  own  ?  The  Bravoes  are  hid  from  the  Army, and  Fleet, 
and  the  Courts, and  the  Exchange ;  but  peder  PhylKk,be- 
caufe’tis  the  mod  difficult  and  abdrufe  Profeffion  in  the 
World.  You  will  conceive,  that  the  Apothecaries  will 
employ  only  the  mod  t nifty  and  fit  for  their  Purpofes* 
and  your  Supremes  cannot  be  many.  The  few  Underta* 
kets  of  both  forts  at  great  Didances,  vifiting  hadily  a* 
bout  Noon, mult  deftroy  the  Life  of  all  the  Patients,  by 
the  Prefcription,  which  is  to  operate  the  24  Hours  in 
the  malignant  Fevers,  Apoplexies,  profufe  Bleedings, 
Dyfenteries,^.  Becaufe  the  falutary  or  grievous  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  Evening  cannot  beforefeen;  the  Medicines 
may  be  too  Feeble  or  too  Violent,  may  oppofe  and  re- 
pell  the  only  Crifis  peculiar  to  each  Reigning  Difeafe, 
and  to  each  Age  and  Conditution.  The  few  Operators, 
dreading  the  lofs  of  the  Apothecaries  or  the  Parties  Fa- 
vour,worry  you  grievoufly  in  all  the  Gonfultations,  The 
fecond  Meeting  is  before  the  Medicines  of  the  firft  are 
prepar’d  or  us’d  j  the  Fees  demand  a  freffi  Note, the  third 
meeting  cancels  its  life,  &c.  You  run  to  the  Apothe¬ 
caries, becaufe  the  Difeafe  may  pafs  off  by  the  Strength 
of  Nature:  But  your  Phyficians  may  prefent  you  their 
Sovereign  Cordial,  the  Affurance,  that  there  is  no  Dan¬ 
ger,  -will  order  the  few  neceffary  Alteratives,  or  to  di- 
red,  or  fupport,or  moderate  the  Ferments.  The  Apo¬ 
thecaries  cannot  live  but  by  the  many  Cordials,  Sweat¬ 
ers  in  all  Difeafes  whatever.  But  in  the  malignant,  your 
Phyficians  will  wait  and  review  the  Cafe,  and  fee  the 
Forces  and  Efforts  of  Nature  and  the  Difeafe.  The  Apo* 
thecaries  Error  of  Omiffion,or  the  inflaming  Medicines, 
before  the  Difeafe  is  known,  may  pafs  the  Sentence  of 
Death.  Shall  the  Phyficians  renew  the  lod  Battle, bring 
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routed  Troops  to  the  Charge.  The  Seafons  of  all 
Avecifick  Alteratives  are  pafl,  they  can  then  order 
y  more  Cordials  and  Spirits,  and  Blifters  and  Cap- 
mgs.  To  conclude,  the  Collegiates  reprefented  to  the 
King  and  Council  Ann.  1638.  the  Farce  and  the  Tragedy 
confuming  all  the  Subjeds.  The  Rebellion  prevented  the 
Application  of  the  fovereign  Antidote.  The  Difpenfa- 
tory  Poem  delcribes  the  Novices  at  the  Univerfities 
train’d  by  the  Apothecaries  there,  inltantly  applauded 
here  and  prefented  to  the  Court  and  City  by  our  pra- 
difing  Apothecaries,  to  reign  with  great  Glory, as  long 
as  they  will  prefer  their  Interefl  before  the  Preservation 
of  their  Patients  and  the  Profeflion.  You  are  thePhy- 
iicians  of  the  weak  and  raging  ProfefTion.  The  Caufes 
increafing  will  aggravate  the  Dangers,  and  the  Difficul¬ 
ty  of  the  Difeafe.  You  have  but  one  Remedy  *,  The  Inte¬ 
grity  of  the  Phyfician  and  Surgeon*  Your  Experience  and 
Example  mud  publifh  it. 

Our  Phyfician  left  us  reflecting  on  the  immenfe  Boun¬ 
ty  of  the  Reformers  to  the  Populace  (the  juft  values  of 
all  Medicines  and  their  Fees  adjufted  to  their  Circum- 
fiances,)  the  Science  of  all  Difeafes,  and  their  Remedies 
from  their  innumerable  Varieties  of  all  Diftempers, 
the  only  Prefervation  of  the  Royal  Family  and  Gentry. 
Their  Antagonifts  fupporting  the  Libertinageof  the  Em- 
piricks  and  Quacks,  deltroy  the  Apothecaries,  their 
Profeffions,  and  all  the  Ranks  of  the  Nation.  We  have 
often  consulted  the  Traders  and  Manufaderers  our 
furefl  Guides  in  thefe  Affairs.  All  agree  with  the  Vint¬ 
ners,  that  if  they  fill  the  Glaffes  to  the  Gentlemen  in 
their  Houles,  and  feled  their  Phyficians,  they  mufl  ap¬ 
plaud  the  Excels,  conceal  the  Sophillications  and  Mix¬ 
tures  of  the  Wines,  and  approve  the  Bill  of  each  Glals 
equal  to  the  Gallon,  and  that  they  (hall  be  ignorant  of 
all  the  belt  Wines,  they  will  then  never  Tall  and  Exa¬ 
mine.  The  Chymifts  and  Druggilts  allure  us,  that  the 
5  or  4  cold  Waters  have  but  one  vappid  Quality,  the  3 
or  4  Compound  only  one  Brandy  Tafte  and  Virtue,  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  Oils  of  the  Spices,  whole  diftinguifhing 
yertue  cannot  rife  in  Diftillation  *,  that  our  Phyficians 
in  the  Ihort  Courfe  of  Chymiftry  at  the  Univerfities, 

learn 
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learn  onlv  the  Gialles  and  Furnaces,  but  muft  for  the  fu- 
ture  (as  when  Chy milt ry  was  in  Vogue)  ftriftly  diftin- 
guilh  the  Taftes  and  Powers  of  all  the  fpecifick  Drugs, 
which  Nature  has  commanded,  (hall,  as  the  Barke,  be 
adjufted  to  the  Alteration  of  each  vicious  Humour, un- 
mix’d,  when  they  are  belt  usd  in  Subftance,or  inTinfture, 
or  will  retain  their  Virtues  extrafted ;  that  now  in  the 
one  Emulfion,  one  bitter,  or  peftoral,  or  Wood  De- 
coftion,  the  particular  Properties  are  vitiated  and  un¬ 
known,  as  all  the  other  Drugs,  which  lye  buried  in  the 
vaft  Compofitions  of  MlthrUate9&c.  and  the  Waters  and 
Ointments  and  Plaifters.  Their  Information  rais’d  our 
Confufion  inexpreffible,  that  the  Drops  and  Grains,  and 
Scruples  and  Drams  of  almoft  all  the  Medicines  are  of  the 
Farthings  or  Pennyworths ,  that  almoft  all  the  Articles 
of  the  Bills  for  allDifeafes  arefupported  by  Leaf-Gold 
in  Boles  and  Pills  indiflblveable  ;  and  every  Medicine 
infamoufly  ftilfd  Bez,oartick  from  Bezoar ,  which  is  in- 
diflolvable  in  the  Stomach  of  the  hungry  Goat,  which 
breeds  it,  and  of  all  Mortals,  and  the  pretended  Grains 
in  theDofe  are  not  imported  by  many  thou  (and  Milli¬ 
ons.  We  are  inform’d,  that  the  Artifts  in  Confultation 
(heard  from  theClofets)  always  Squabble  how  the  Dil- 
eafes  fhall  be  nam’d.The  Bravoes  put  hard  Titles  on  the 
Families,  which  excufe  the  Death,  or  give  them  the 
Glory  of  the  Recovery.  The  junior  is  order’d  to  write 
the  Juleps  and  Boles  and  Powders,  and  3  or  4  Decofti- 
ons.as  his  prefent  Imagination  fhall  fuggejft.  In  the  fame 
Epidemical  Fever,  every  Party  has  its  own  Method  of 
Cure.  The  firft  orders  the  Brandy  Juleps,  and  Spicy 
Boles,  and  Powders,  and  Blifters  to  the  Waking  and 
moft  Phrenlical,as  well  as  Lethargick.  Thefecond  bleeds 
molt  profufely.  The  third  vomits  and  purges.  The  fourth 
Rifles  all  the  Pains  and  Symptoms  withOpiates.The  fifth 
chills  the  Heat  and  Thirft  with  the  Chymical  Acids.The 
jfixth  pretends  to  fubdue  all  the  Ferments  by  the  Bark. 
We  imagin'd  that  Surgery,  whofe  Cafes  are  obvious  to 
the  Senfes  and  the  Inftruments  and  Medicines  apply’d 
to  the  Parts  a  hefted, had  been  improv’d  beyond  the 
-  cnlapian  Art.  But  Mr.  Bernard  in  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Wot- 
ton  allures  him,  that  great  Pride  and  Preemption  co¬ 
ver 
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ver  the  Surgeon’s  Ignorance,  that  the  Natures,  and 
Progrefles,  and  Cures  of  our  Tumours  and  Ulcers, 
have  not  been  difcover’d  by  our  Induftry  and  Integrity, 
as  the  Ancients  have  defcrib’d  thofe  of  their  Climates  ; 
that  their  moll  fuccefsful  Operations  and  Inftruments 
are  negleded  and  loft-,  our  Medicines  but  a  fmallpart 
of  theirs,  the  few  Chymical  excepted.  Foreigners  cut 
for  the  Stone:  Cancers,  Wens  are  extirpated  by, Diflo- 
cations  and  Fradures,  the  Employments  of  many  Em- 
piticks  ;  the  King's  Evil,  and  the  Cure  of  all  the  Dif- 
cafes  of  the  Eyes,  the  Bufiinefs  of  the  Quacks ;  and  fre¬ 
quently  the  great  Cafes  of  Surgery,  as  of  our  chroni¬ 
cal  Difeafes,are  left  to  and  cur’d  by  the  great  Remedies 
preferv’d  in  the  Houfes  of  the  Gentry.  Our  indefatiga¬ 
ble  Application  at  laft  difcover’d,  that  all  the  Phyfici- 
ans  receive,  as  Oracles,  Dr.  Sydenham  s  moft  accnrate 
Defcriptions  of  the  diftind  and  confluent  Small  Poxes, 
of  our  vernal  and  autumnal  Agues,  of  our  Meades, 
Pleurifies,  and  many  Fevers, which  were  not  underftood 
in  all  the  Ages  before  him,  which  he  had  colleded  by 
the  moft  vigilant  Care  of  all  the  Populace  near  him. 
We  reded  every  Moment  on  his  moft  generous  Remon- 
ffrance,  after  the  great  Hippocrates ,  that  he  could  not 
fave  the  firft  Patients  in  any  new  Epidemical  Difeafe, 
till  he  had,  by  comparing  many,difcern’d  the  Rapidnefs 
or  Slownefs  of  the  Ferments,  how  the  Blood  muft  be 
adifted  to  prepare  andejed  the  Venom  by  the  one  belt 
Grids  in  each  Conftitution. 

If  then,  Gentlemen,  our  Immortal  Sydenham  (it’s 
now  his,  as  our  Harvey's  Title)  firft  Difcover’d  the 
Natural  Neceflary  Tendencies  of  our  Small-Poxes,  by 
the  indefatigable  Care  of  all  the  Difeas’d  near  him  ; 
and  has  fav’d  the  Lives  of  many  Millions  :  If  our  zs£f- 
eulapians  confefs  their  Ignorance  of  all  others,  by  their 
Hypothefes,  Defcriptions  and  pretended  Cures,  furi- 
oudy  Raging  one  againft  the  other:  If  they  will  never 
underftand  any  Diftemper,  when  after  the  Apothe¬ 
cary,  they  fee  only  the  fhatter’d  Pieces  of  them  in  the 
Gentry  :  If  every  malignant  Epidemical  confumes  Us, 
and  ’tis  not  gueft  of  what  Kind,  northe  ufeful  Remedies 
known*  ’till  expir’d,and  may  not  return  in  the  Age(and 


the  Fable  expofes  the  Phyfician  at  the  Funeral,  alluring 
the  Mourners,  had  this  been  done,  he  had  liv’d.)  If3 
had  they  Skill,  the  hafty  Glances  of  one  ffiort  Vifit,  and 
the  long  Prefcript  of  our  few  Eminents  betray  us  to 
certain  Death  in  all  the  fevere  Difeafes :  If  our  nume¬ 
rous  Servants  inhumanly  call  off,  and  all  the  Populace 
barbaroufly  Expos’d  to  be  often  Deftroy’d  and  always 
undone  by  the  Apothecaries  and  Empiricks  in  every 
Sicknefs,  and  the  Cordials  and  Sweating,  Brandy  Juleps, 
and  Boles  obtruded  all  the  Hours,  in  all  the  Cafes,  are 
an  hundred  times  above  the  Prices  of  the  Shops,  when 
the  Phyfician  inftruds  us  to  Mix  or  Divide  them.and  we 
are  the  only  Phyficians  of  the  common  Calamities,  we 
mull  imitate  the  indefatigable  Zeal  of  the  Immortal 
Sydenham .  Our  Fees  are  our  own  Prefervation,  and  the 
Glory  of  the  immenfe  Beneficence  to  the  Publick.  The 
Judges  of  our  Courts  muff  attend  to  the  opening  of  the 
great  and  little,  plain  and  intricate  Caufes,  the  Evi^ 
dences,  the  Pleadings :  The  Salaries,  as  the  Revenues 
of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Officers  of  State,  Colleded  in 
the  Proportion’d  Taxes  of  all  the  People,  without 
Perquifites,  oblige  the  undelay’d  juft  Application  of 
the  Laws.  The  Phyficians  are  our  Judges.  What  Cau¬ 
fes  do  they  try  ?  The  Scrambles  of  the  Paultry  Frag¬ 
ments  of  our  Wealth  ?  Are  we  before  them  tortur’d 
with  Pains,  and  the  dread  of  Death?  Who  can  Re¬ 
prieve  or  Pardon  us,  but  their  Science  and  their  Care  ? 
How  fhall  we  Regard  our  Judges,  of  the  moft  Confum- 
mate  Experience,  Uncorrupt :  their  Humanity  Pafilo- 
nately  affifting  our  Plea  and  Defence?  Our  Reafonthen 
direds  us  to  choofe  our  Phyficians,  initiated  in  our  Uni- 
verfities  in  the  Languages,  and  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Ufes  of  all  Parts  of  the  Human  Fabrick,  and  of  the  Phi- 
lofophy  which  reports  the  Impreffions  of  all  Parts  of 
the  Univerfe  on  us  in  Health  and  Difeafes.  They  muft 
learn  from  the  moft  Experienc’d,  the  Applications  of 
the  Axioms,  (confirm’d  by  Infinite  Obfervations  of 
many  Ages  in  their  Climates)  to  the  Parallel  Cafes  of 
oi^rs,  and  prevent  the  innumerable  Errors  the  unin- 
ftruded  Novices  in  all  the  Arts  muft  commit.  They 
muft  be  of  the  College,  when  we  have  reftorM  their 
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Harmony  and  Zeal  to  Cure  our  and  their  own  Mala¬ 
dies.  Our  Architeds  will  prefent  us  the  Figure  of  the 
Temple  of  Apollo,  the  Author  and  Patron  of  Phyfick  *, 
the  lofty  Cupola  fupported  by  Pillars  of  flupendous 
Height,  Proportion  and  Strength;  The  Marble  of  your 
own  Quarries,  or  cheaply  imported ,  not  precious 
Stones  and  Pearls,  or  Leaf-Gold,  or  Bezoar  undif- 
folvable ;  not  the  bizarre  Gothick  Sculptures,  but  pre¬ 
par'd,  Rais'd  and  Difpos’d  by  your  Domeftick  Servants, 
from  their  Plans  and  Inftrudions.  Have  not  your  ge¬ 
nerous  Wines  (the  eager  Spirit  evaporated,  and  their 
Balfams  exalted  by  Fire,  or  the  Acid  Spirit  feparated 
in  the  mixture  with  the  Animal  Liquor,  the  Quintef- 
fence  of  the  Herbs  of  the  Field)  expell’d  from  almoft 
all  our  Families,  the  Punches  with  Pearl,  or  naufeous 
with  the  fulfom  Syrups  ?  The  Wholelale  Shops  faith¬ 
fully  inform  us  the  Rates  of  the  Gallon  of  the  3  or  4 
Cold,  and  the  Hot  Waters  •  ■  of  the  Ounces  of  the  Vo¬ 
latile  and  Acid  Spirits,  of  the  Tindures,  Elixirs,  of 
LtHdanum,  of  the  Cordial  Powders,  of  Diafcoydlum  ; 
of  all  the  Vomits  and  Purges.  Thefe  Divided  by  your 
Attendants,  more  carefully  than  by  the  Lad  of  the 
Shop,  are,  except  Manna,  at  the  Rates  of  the  Farthing, 
or  the  Penny  Values.  When  they  are  each  perfed, 
adequate  to  their  refpe&ive  defigns,  Shall  we  bear  the 
infamous  Medley's  of  10,  20  in  one,  whofe  Vertuesde- 
prefs  one  the  other  *,  and  the  Sophiftications  and  Cor¬ 
ruptions,  and  Decays  not  to  be  deteded,  when  lately 
the  molt  ufeful  Preparations  of  the  moll  eminent 
Apothecaries  were  Condemn’d  in  the  Hall  ?  The  Ounce 
of  the  Barke  infus’d  in  Wine,  or  Decoded  in  our 
Houfes,  (hews  the  Expence  of  all  the  other  Specifick 
Drugs.  Are  we  not  then  able  to  eftimatethe  Apo¬ 
thecaries  Arbitrary  Fee,  when  in  all  Fevers,  the  little 
Dofes  produce  1,  2,  3,  4,  5  /.  all  the  Days,  to  the 
Hour  of  the  Departure.  Does  not  the  Profit  of  one 
Chronical  Difeafe  exceed  the  Value  of  all  the  Prepa¬ 
rations  in  a  well  Furniftfd  Shop  ?  The  Annual  Pay¬ 
ments  of  many  Gentlemen  equal  to  the  Expence  of  an 
Hofpital ,  and  the  Medicines  the  fame,  or  depreciated 
by  the  Impoftures  of  Leaf-Gold  and  Bezoar  ?  Shall  our 


C  *3  ) 


Phyficians  haughtily  damn  all  the  Medicines,  as 
lupins ,  and  force  on  ns  the  Preparations  publickly 
Exploded  ?  or  fhall  they  examine  and  commend  them 
Unmix’d,  affert  the  juft  Aflize,  and  advife  us  to  Fee 
their  Attendance, ’till  Journey- men  inftead  of  Prentices 
fhall  reduce  the  Number  \  when  the  defert  Solitude  is 
feen  in  all  the  Shops  of  the  Street,  but  the  Hour  when 
the  Remedies  of  one  Patient  are  Compounding  ?  The 
Populace  then  (whofe  Fees  vaftly  furpafs  the  moft 
Wealthy.)  will,  from  the  innumerable  Differences  of  all 
the  Diforders,  daily  enrich  the  Science  of  the  Pradi- 
fers.  Our  Phyficians  then  Chofen,  as  our  Apotheca¬ 
ries,  the  firft  whofe  Medicines  and  Care  are  Applauded, 
from  their  Residence,  will  excel  the  moft  admir’d  Emi- 
nents,  will  prevent  and  break  the  Force  of  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  our  numerous  Families,  importunately  vifit  all 
the  Motions  of  the  Blood,  to  conclude  with  the  Reco¬ 
very  their  neceflary  Attendance.  Your  Sufpicion  will  be 
obviated,  when  they  defer  the  great  Remedies,  till  they 
can  refolve  what  the  Fever  is,  or  will  be,  till  the  Pulfe* 
Heat,  Breath,  Urine,  the  Perfpiration  report  the  com¬ 
mon  Putrid  or  Malignant,  if,  asufually  in  our  Climate, 
the  Paroxyfm  will  end  in  a  Remiffion  and  Affurance  of 
the  happy  Event.  Our  Intereft  will  engage  us  to  learn 
the  moft  fublime  part  of  Phyfick,  that  (as  Wine  fer¬ 
menting,  the  Rich  will  evaporate  the  more  fubtle,  the 
grofs  vicious  Parts  will  fubfide  ;  that  after  the  more 
powerful  Impreffions  of  the  Air  and  Seafons,  the  vehe¬ 
ment  Ebullitions  muft  be  moderated  by  the  temperate 
Alteratives, or  the  languid  muft  be  excited  by  more  fpi- 
rituous)  of  all  theDifeafes  which  afflid  Mankind,  the 
Fevers,  Diforders  of  the  Head,  Lungs,  Bowels, Wounds, 
Tumors,  Ulcers,  the  firft  Degrees  are  overcome  by 
the  natural  Powers,  the  Caufes  and  Impediments  re¬ 
mov’d  *,  the  fecond  demand  our  Care  from  the  Force  of 
the  Caufes  and  the  Circumftances  *,  the  third  of  all  Di- 
ftempers  muft  be  fatal,  as  the  Peftilence,  if  the  Efforts 
of  our  Nature  fhall  be  obftruded,  diverted  or  repell’d. 
We  fhall  proceed  to  underftand  the  moft  important 
Truth,  that  all  the  cordial  Waters,  Sweaters,  Vomi- 
ters,  Blifters  will  not  cure  an  Ague  but  the  Bark  a- 
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lone  will  change  the  Crafis  of  the  Blood,  and  fubdue 
and  deprefs  the  not  malignant  Ferment;  that  therefore 
in  all  Fevers,  the  firft  and  great  Defignmuft  be  (which 
the  Moderns,  wanting  the  Knowledge  of  the  Specifick 
Alteratives, never  attempt)  by  the  feleded  Qualities  of 
the  Medicines,  to  allay  the  violent  EfTervefcencies  (in 
which  there’s  no  Ferfpiration  or  Sweat,  but  the  burn¬ 
ing  Thirft  and  parch’d  Tongue)  to  fortify  the  flow  ma¬ 
lignant.  The  Sweats,  and  the  Crrfls  will  arrive  in 
the  proper  Seafons,  and  in  the  Progrefs,  the  Pains, 
Thirft,  Inquietudes,  Anxieties,  Phre'nzy,  will  gradu¬ 
ally  decline.  You  will  advance  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  wonderful  Specificks,  which  muft  govern  the  Cure  of 
all  the  moft  acute  and  chronical  Difeafes;  the  Aromatick, 
Aftringent,  Bitter,  Acid,  Sweet,  Watery,  or  Milky, that 
every  one  of  each  is  vary’d  by  the  Divine  Pharmacy, 
and  is  diftinguilh’d  by  the  Paticipations  of  many  or  fevv 
of  all  the  Powers  ;  that  they  muft  be  each  fupremely 
pet  fed,  as  the  Bark,  and  as  your  Foods,  to  repair  and 
corredall  the  poflible  vicious  Hnmors  of  the  Spirits  and 
Blood:  That,  as  the  Bark,  they  muft  be  us'd  unblended, 
without  the  abhor'd  Impofture  of  (huffling  carelefly  and 
ignorantly  to,  20  in  each  Compolition,  and  prepar’d  in 
Subftance,  infus'd  or  decoded,  not  deftroy’d  by  the  Pre- 
fumptions  of  coftly,  elaborate  Preparations.  We  fhall  at 
laft  be  able  to  judge  the  moft  weighty  Affair  •,  that  as 
our  Teas  and  Coffee,  will  in  Diftillation,  afford  only 
a  moft  vappid, in  lipid  Liquor ;  the  Waters  of  every  one, 
but  the  Aromatick,  will  be  taftlefs,  (but  from  the  Smatch 
of  their  Oyl)  all  the  Virtues  lying  in  the  Decoction  re¬ 
maining  :  That  the  compound  Waters  have  been  innu¬ 
merable;  reduc’d  in  all  Nations  to  3  or  4,  becaufe  their 
only  Power  is  from  the  Brandy  or  Spirit  of  the  fer¬ 
mented  Liqour,  more  flatulent  and  inflaming  from  the 
Aromatick  Oyls ;  that  the  fimple  vinous  Spirit  or  Tin¬ 
ware,  with  the  Virtues  of  each  Drug,  will  more  effi. 
eacioufly  operate  in  the  Diftreffes  demanding  the  in- 
ftant  Relief.  We  fhall  then  reflect  on  our  Calamities 
from  the  fculapian  Practice.  Our  chronical  Difeafes 
of  the  Head,  Breaft,  Stomach,  Jaundice,  Dropfies, 
Gholieksj  of  the  Limbs,  of  the  Sex  ia  the  Summer 
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caft  of  to  the  Mineral-Waters,  Afles  Milk:  But  all  the 
Fevers  with  them,  afFaulted  with  the  ardent  Spiritsinthe 
Julep  in  Infants,  and  all  the  Ages  and  *  Conftitutions, 
which,  the  univerfal  Obfervations  demonftrate,  evapo- 
rate  the  Spirits,  corrupt  the  Blood,  and  putrifie,  or  pe- 
trifie  the  Glands  and  Fife  era.  Our  Phyficianss  will,  as 
our  Conveyancers ,  view  all  the  Parts  of  the  Difeafe  ;  and 
not  as  now,  at  the  Fublick  Houfes,  without  the  Water, 
(the  laft,  and  the  fureffc  MefTenger  from  the  Blood,) 
as  the  Mountebanks ,  by  the  Water  alone,  pronounce 
and  refolve  the  Cure.  We  (hall  not  fuffer  the  Mo¬ 
dern  Blunders  of  our  confulting  <u£fculapians,  whofe 
Ambition  or  Indigence  worry  us  in  all  Diforders 
whatever,  in  the  greedy  importunate  Vifits.  OwvPhyfi - 
dans  ten  thoufand  times  more  improv’d  in  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  all  Difeafes,  and  all  the  great  Medicines  will 
prevent  the  frequent  Confutations,  and  (the  ancient 
Virtues  of  the  Faulty  reftor’d)  will  applaud  and  con- 
firm  the  Prefcriptions,  and  in  the  juft  Seafon  allure 
the  Succefs,  unlefs  the  more  rare,  and  more  affrighting 
Diffrefies  demand  agen  their  Attendance.  To  con¬ 
clude,  when  the  Populace  fhall  be  inform’d  by  our  Ex¬ 
ample,  that  all  the  publick  Medicines  are  of  the  loweft: 
Values,  that  they  are  more  naufeous,  and  moft  deftru- 
ftive,  when  blended  by  the  modern,  ignorant  and  ran¬ 
dom  Mixtures ;  that  the  neceffary  Mixtures  are  more 
faithfully  made  in  the  Chambers,  that  each  fpecifkk 
Medicine  is  moft  eafily  powder’d,  infus’d  or  decoded, 
when  the  Impoftures  of  the  vile  precious  Scones,  Leaf- 
Gold,  Bezoar,  and  the  Frauds  ofwafhing  down  the  Boles 
and  Powders,  by  the  Compofitions  of  the  Brandy- 
waters  that  the  various  Difeafes  demand  the  different 
Proportions  of  the  Numbers  of  the  Dofes,  our  Pbyficians 
will,  after  the  immortal  Sydenham ,  penetrate  and  difc 
cover  all  the  Difeafes  of  the  Climate,  the  belt  Methods 
of  their  Treatments,  and  every  admirable  Specifick  to 
be  adjufted  to  them.  I  hey  will,  as  the  Artisans,  accu¬ 
rately  work  their  Manufactures,  infallible  in  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Ufe  of  all  the  Inflruments.  The  Prefervation 
of  our  Life  and  Religion,  and  Humanity  command  us  to 
prefen t  our  Phyfidam  to  the  Poor,  or  as  all  the  Cities 
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of  Europe ,  to  appoint  each  Phyfician  in  the  Dittrich  • 
Shall  we  more  and  more  call  off  our  Servants  and  the 
Poor  to  the  Apothecaries, and  the  Hofpitals,  referv’d  by  the 
Wifdom  of  our  Anceftors  to  the  maim'd  and  wounded 
Seamen  and  Soldiers  ?  They  will,  in  the  private'Houfes, 
from  the  neceffaryAttendance,  the  uncorrupted  Air,  and 
undifturb’d  Repofe,  the  felefled  Medicines  and  Diet  be 
preferv’d  in  the  mod  dangerous  Difeafes,  and  educate 
and  improve  all  the  learned  and  induttrious  Phyfidans. But 
the  difficult  Difeafes,  and  the  feeble  Conttitutions  can¬ 
not  be  cur  d  in  the  Hofpitals,  where  the  Malignities  are 
irritated  by  the  Stench  of  the  Rooms,the  Air  corrupted, 
poyfon’d  by  the  exceffive  Numbers,  their  Sleep  and  Re¬ 
pofe  prevented  and  broken  by  the  Groans  of  the  various 
Difeafes,  the  grofs  Diet,  as  in  the  Houfes  of  Labour  and 
Corredtion ;  the  vulgar  Medicines,  and  the  rare  batty 
Vifits  of  the  far-diftant  Phy (leans,  with  their  Confulions 
from  the  Multitude  of  the  Difeales.  The  Hofpitals  con- 
fefs  the  Diftreffes  of  their  Patients  by  their  Care  of  the 
Cut  for  the  Stone ,  feparatdy  lodg’d,  and  more  carefully 
attended.  Our  two  famous  Univerlities  will  diftinguiffi 
the  Afferters  and  Betrayers  of  the  Faculty,  will  refledt 
that  the  Empiricks  encreafing  without  End,  will  feize  it*, 
or  the  moll  vile  and  debauch’d  ty£(culapian  Art  will  be' 
deferred.  The  Britijb  Gentlemen  mull,  or  (with  the 
wife  Ulyjfes ,  claiming  the  Arms  of  Achilles,  led  by  him 
from  his  Sloth  and  Pleafures  to  the  Service  of  his  Coun¬ 
try,  and  the  Triumphs  of  the  War)  have  the  Honour 
due  to  the  moft  generous  Patriots,  or,  (as  the  moll  ex¬ 
cellent  Poet,  and  Philofopner,  and  Cafuill,  l  pA,  «As<r* 
Actor  a-mVOctA or,  J''  dvrisf)  mull  wait  their  Death 
in  all  the  dangerous  Difeafes,  the  juft  Reward  and  Con- 
fequence  of  the  Neglect  of  the  Populace,  whofe  Cala¬ 
mities  in  Sicknefs  are  infinite,  but  not  feen,  or  felt,  or 
regarded  by  them,  and  confefs,  that  the  Gentry  ca’re- 
lefs,  and  eafily  deluded  by  all  the  Impoftors  more 
grievoufly  afflidt  the  miferable  People,  than  the  moft 
cruel  Tyranny. 
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